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The third in = series of seminews on the Chinese econcmy was held
on 2 August with reorsscntatives from policy offices and INR, Department
of State, representatives from ORE, OCI, and ONE,

The seminar was chaired by I
ONE. 'The topic of the seminar was the sgricultural outlook in Commnist

25X1X7

China, The discussants from ocutside EIA were: 25X1A9%a
Iavid Desn Maipland Chine Branch, Derartmont of State
Isonard Barcon Mainland China Branch, Department of State

win ¥. Jones IHR, Devartment of State

1, The Influence of (leorgraphic Pactors over the Iong Bun
25X1A%9a .

ORR. discussed briefly the effects of

geographic patterns on *he long-run prospects for sgricvltural
25X1A%9a _develomment in Thirn., Using recent GRC overflight photography, M.
Nlustrated types of soil and past uses of land thas
influence agriculitural feritility.

2. The Outlock for the 1963 Harvest

25X1A%9a

ORR, indicated that the early harvest of
1963 is likely %o be lover tham the poor eerly harvest cf 1962. Mr.
discussed the fectors that imply e very poor early rice erop
and a wheat crop that wiil be little if any higher than in 1962, The
size of the sutuvwn harvest, acecunting for about thres-fourths of
apnual grain production in China, eannot be predicted this early, but
procpects at present are not good. Resexvoirs in South Chins ere

empty or have low water levels, and excegs moisture has delayed planting
in Central Chinn.

25X1A%9a

3. Chinese Agricultwe as Viewed from Bong Kong

My, Erice Maeker, recently returned from his assigmment es
Agricultural Attache, Hong Kong, presented his views of the current
and future prospeecte for sgriculture in China. He concurred in the
assassmant of the early harvest as given previously by 25X1A0%a
Mr. Meeker believes there is lilkely to be an inerease in the outmut
of miscellaneous grains {keoliang, meize, millet) in China this
year. The internediate amkl late rice crops are dependent on moisture
recelved over the next few months. Mr, Meeker believes that the toial
harvest for the year might he about the same or only slightly higher
than last year, ‘
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